This text was written by Anne Klontz for Åsa Ersmarks separate MA show, Presence, 2007

Presence: The Art of Åsa Ersmark
Inspired by personal experiences, Åsa Ersmark interweaves memories into a visual memoir about life. She allows her work to transcend personal attachement to reveal contemplative facades built for everyone. Ersmark communicates her ideas through the context of duality and the figurative, capturing an essence of reality that is both honest and symbolic. Expressions of the artist appear in the work either through the artist’s body or that of her young son, but these facts disappear into the material. Instead fantasies and sensations are directed outward to the viewer. The realization of these memories are characterized by emotion, thought and understanding and host layers of signification which refuse to become confined to one symbolic notion. Within the exhibition, two video installations, Volcano and Child with Skull, and one work of sculpture titled, Path are on display.
Path is a special moment and place caught in form. For Ersmark, it represents the meters of a trail where her son first crawled in the forest. This experience between mother and child translated in Ersmark’s mind as a sculpture. Once she released the path from its mould, she opened it to the future, allowing it to become a place for any person to experience. It is the path of a landscape, no specific beginning or end, but a clear representation of opportunity, experience, direction and goals.
Mimicking the powerful contours of a volcano, the image of a breast exuding plumes of nourishement suggests security as well as intimate notions of motherhood. Volcano is a poetic contrast to the reality of ominous foreboding that one associates with the earth-bound structure. Life is represented in place of death. This sense of life is continuously present due to the movement that pulsates throughout the picture frame, both through the soft stream of milk and the transparent movement that fluctuates over the countours of the breast. 
One is immediately aware of the profound process of life and death in the work Child with Skull. Ersmark opens an entryway for this symbolic notion to become reborn by capturing the scene within the comfortable surroundings of a home. Restaged on a living room floor, Ersmark clarifies the scenario by not including additional props or constructing a scenic background. Thus, the focus remains on the child’s innocent curiosity with the skull in his hands. There is a sharp contrast exposed by this innocence, as the growing mind of child doesn’t comprehend the emotional or psychological associations of death that the skull represents. This frame of vision interrupts the cycle and presents the symbol with a new interpretation. 
Vitality resonates amongst Ersmark’s work. There is something felt, not just because her work is an expression of life in its real and symbolic forms, but also because the images reach out and pull the mind’s eye of the viewer. Through Ersmark’s visionary language, a silent voice mediates a balance between individualized memories and external interpretations. Presence is a living atmosphere that exhales the essence of memories and inhales symbolic fortitude. 
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